
High School Orchestra       Learning in Place 4:     May 18-June 5, 2020       Suggested Pacing Guide: 

 

 
 
 

Monday 5/18/2020

History
- Read Classical Packet
- Complete listenings and quiz

Tuesday 5/19/2020

Scale Review - Practice the G 
Major Scale.  String 
Ensemble/Concert Orchestra -
2 octaves.  Chamber Orchestra 
- 3 octaves

Wednesday 5/20/2020

Scale Review - Practice the D 
Major Scale. 

Sight Reading - Complete sight 
reading example based on 
your level

Thursday 4/21/2020

Scale Review - Practice the A 
Major Scale.

Friday 5/22/2020

Scale Review
- Practice the G, D, and A 

Major Scales.

Monday 5/25/2020

MEMORIAL DAY

Tuesday 5/26/2020

History
- Read Romantic Packet
- Complete listenings and quiz

Wednesday 5/27/2020

Scale Review - Practice the A-
flat Major Scale. 

Sight Reading

Thursday 5/28/2020

Scale Review - Review the E-
flat scale. 

Friday 5/29/2020

Scale Review - Review the c 
minor scale.  

Sight Reading

Monday 6/1/2020

History
- Read 20th Century Packet
- Complete listenings and quiz

Scale Review - Practice the B-
flat Major scale. 

Tuesday 6/2/2020

Scale Review - Practice the g 
melodic minor scale.

Wednesday 6/3/2020

Scale Review - Practice the F 
Major scale

Sight Reading

Thursday 6/4/2020

Scale Review - Practice the d  
melodic minor scale.  

Friday 6/5/2020

Review and practice all 
previously assigned scales.

Sight Reading

Sight Reading 



THE CLASSICAL ERA 

1750 1775 1800 

MUSIC 
The l'lassica/ era, from about I 7'i0 to the c-tLrly 18()(J's, w:L'i a time of great con­

trasts. \Vhile pa11ioL-; fought for tl1e rights of the conunon people in the Amelicm1 and 
French revolutions, composers were employed to l'11tc11:tin wealthy nobles :u1d aristo­
crat-;. Music beaune simpler and more cleg:ull, with melodics often flowing over 
accompaniment patterns in reguhu· 4-h:u· plmL'ies . Like the m·chitecture of ,u1cicnt 
Classical Greece, music w,L'i llt togetlwr in ''huikting block.-;" hy bahu1ciJ1g one phnL'ie 
ag,linst ,motl1e1; or one entire section ag.tinst :u1otl1er. 

11ie pim10 replaced tlw hmvsichord m1d b1·L.une the most popuhu· insu·umelll for 
the coucerto (solo) with orchestra accompm1imen1. The string qu:u1et becune the 
favorite fonn of chamber (small group) music, ,utd orchestra concc11s featured -�')'lll­
J;houies (longer compositions with 4 cont11L'iting pa11s or 111011eme11ts). 'lhward the 
end of this era, Beethoven's ch.mging musical style led tl1e ,my tow.ml UH.' more emo­
tional ,md personal expression of l{omm1lic music. 

• Franz Josef Haydn (1732-1809), Gloria from Heilegmesse*, Achieved is Thy Glorious Work*

1820 
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-� . ' ,, 
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• Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791), Ave Verum Corpus*, Gloria in Excelsis* from Twelfm Mass �f;J ,a Angelorum*

• Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827), Ode To Joy, theme from Violin Co"ce·:o 5r Symphony, 9th Symphony
•,uusic fe,1111111/ ilt Esst'11li1d lle/nlu/r,• 

17S0 

ART& 

LITERATURE 

1775 

• Samuel Johnson, author (Dictionary)

• Voltaire, author (Candide)

• Gainsborough, artist (The Blue Boy)

• Encyclopedia Britannica, first edition

17S0 177S 

WORLD EVENTS 

• Ben Franklin discovers electricity (1751)

• American Revolution (1775-1783)

1800 1820 

1800 

• Goya, artist (Witch's Sabbath)

Jane Austin, author 
( Pride and Prejudice) 

1820 

• French Revolution (1789-17?4)

• Napoleon cro'.'.ned �mperor of France (1804)

• Lewis and Clark explore northwest (1804)

• Metronome invented (1815)

• First steamship crosses
Atlantic (1819)

              The Classical Era

Wm. Wordsworth, author ( Lyrcial Ballads) 



CLASSICAL ERA 

1750-1820 

NAME ______________________ _ 

DATE ______________________ _ 

Typical Characteristics of Classical Music 

• Balanced phrases (phrases usually the same length)
• Obvious cadences (stopping points in the music/musical punctuation)
• Tuneful, singable melodies
• Accompaniments underneath the melodies had regularly recurring accents.
• Sy mphony, solo concerto, string quartet and sonata were popular instrumental forms.

All were works with multiple movements.
• Dynamic contrasts became subtler, not as sudden as in Baroque (few terraced

dynamics).
• Expansion of orchestra into four families (brass, percussion, strings, woodwinds)
• Notation, instruments, dynamics all written in the score by the composer
• Piano became very popular.
• Secular music was more prevalent than sacred.

Listening tracks found on youtube- OPTIONAL for this section...

Listening Selections: 

Gloria (from Heiligmesse) by Haydn ( Classical) https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=WL3iwzcBzlY

Gloria in Excelsis (from Gloria) by Vivaldi (Baroque) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=51otDdKMi-4

Optional if you can access YOUTUBE... If not- skip to questions next page. 
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MUSIC HISTORY 

NAME 

CLASSICAL ERA 

QUESTIONS

-------------------------------

DATE ___________________ _ 

1. The Classical Era lasted from
A. 1750-1820
B. 1500-1600
C. 1850-1900

2. Composers were employed lO entertain
A. wealthy nobles and aristocrats
B. farmers and migrant workers
C. priests and church members

3. The instrument that replaced the harpsichord was the
A. trumpet
B. viola
C. piano

4. The favorite form of chamber music was the
A. string trio
B. string quartet
C. string quintet

5. A work for orchestra with four contrasting parts or movements is the
A. concerto
B. mass
C. symphony

6. The invention of a mechanical device that helps musicians count steadily was a
A. time signature
B. metronome
C. rhythm

7. Name two composers of the Classical Era
• 

• 

8. A famous artist in the Classical Era was
A. Goya
B. Wordsworth
C. Napoleon

9. Maleh the following books with the name of the author
Candide A. Samuel Johnson
Faust B. Jane Austen
Dictionary C. Voltaire
Pride and Prejudice D. Goethe

10. Extra credit: For what are the people in Question 8 known?
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High School Orchestra Sight Reading 
   Directions:  
   1. Play one sight reading of your choice each week for the next three weeks. 
   2. If you have your instrument, set a 30 second timer to study the excerpt, then begin playing. If you do NOT have     
       your instrument, write in the counting and clap the rhythms. 
 
 
   Level 1 

 
 

 
 

 
    
  Level 2

 



 

 
 

 
 
   Level 3 

 
 

 
 



 
 
   Level 4 

 
 

 
 

 
 



All NPS Middle and High Schools own copy 
of this book. 



ROMANTIC ERA 

1820-1900 

NAME ______________________ _ 

DATE ____________________ _ 

Typical Characteristics of Romantic Music 
• Personal expression is the norm.
• Use of widely varying dynamic levels.
• Many expressive changes (dynamics, tempo, number of players or parts) are present in

a single piece.
• There is an interest in both large forms (symphonies) and short miniature pieces.
• Solo voice and piano works (called art songs or Lieder) are very popular.
'" Use of wiJcly varying melodics (narrow range, wide range, very singable).
• Rhythmic diversity, many slight changes in tempo (rubato) is found.
• Solo piano is very popular.
• Texts indicate an interest in nature, the bizarre and the supernatural.
• Much larger orchestra is the norm.
• New instruments an: added (tuba, saxophone).
• Composers specify even more details in the score (dynamic lewis, tempo changes, etc.).

Listening Selections: 

Lift Thine Eyes  by Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)             https://youtu.be/FfuB3R0I7X4

Gioacciono Rossini "William Tell Overture"                           https://youtu.be/c7O91GDWGPU

 Dvorak - Symphony no. 9 - 4th movement -                         https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vHqtJH2f1Yk                                   

Can you find other Romantic Composers on Youtube? List them here: 

Do you recognize any of their music from other sources: Television, Cartoons, Movies? 
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All NPS Middle and High 
Schools own copy of this book. 

8.   Which of the listening selections was your favorite? Why? 



NPS MS and HS all have 
this book. 



TWENTIETH CENTURY 

1900-2000 

NAME ______________________ _ 

DATE _____________________ _ 

Typical Characteristics of Twentieth Century Music 

• VarieLy is the norm.
• Many composers wriLc in sLyles LhaL had not existed before.
• Many composers continue to write in all previous styles.
• Composers revert bac.:k to ancient styles and combine them with newer styles.
• Composers combine popular styles with serious styles (jazz with symphonic.: works

for example).
• Much rhythmil'. variety is popular.
• Mixed meter (changing from triple to duple in all combinations) becomes common.
• Rhythmic.: emphasis (jazz and world music.: innucnc.:es) is prevalent.
• Dissonant harmonies become more typical.
• Instead of using c.:onsonanl Lhirds (combining C and E or F and A for example),

dissonant chords arc common (chords containing notes half steps or whole steps apart).
• Aleatoric music.: (sections performed by c.:hanc.:c) begins. For example, eac.:h singer

repeals a phrase over and over, but enters whenever and at whatever Lcmpo he or she
secs fit. Thus cac.:h performance is always different.

• Spoken as well as sung words arc used for specific.: effects.
• A c.:appella singing continues; buL choirs with piano remain the norm.
• Ac.:c.:ompanimcnLs vary widely with muc.:h use of diff crent ac.:c.:ompanying instruments.

Listening Selections: Praise the Name of God with a Song by Allen Koepke 

Glorificwnus Le by Eugene Butler 

Directions: Listen to the recordings as many times as necessary Lo determine the charnc­
teristics of each song. Check the appropriate boxes below. 

CharaterisLic Praise the Name Glorificamus le 

l. Uses clissonanL harmonics

2. Uses mixed meters

3. Uses a reference to Gregorian chant

4. Uses male and female voices

5. Uses female voices

6. lncl udes alealoric passages

7. Includes highly rhythmic.: passages

8. Uses piano acompanimcnt

9. Uses an ancient text

• \Vould you mistake either recording as coming from a different time period?
Why or why not?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RWyE9LJPnJs- SONG ONE 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mwdhrXGXa5E- SONG TWO 






